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I. The Changing Concept of th ROK-US Alliance

* The alliance is a "potential war community" based on
military concepts. As long as the alliance exists,
weapons procurement and support, military exercises,
and operational planning for war preparations are
carried out continuously and aggressively.

* 1. The outbreak of the Korean War on June 25, 1950,
« 2. 1954 Signing of the ROK-US Mutual Defense Treaty:
3. After China's GDP surpassed Japan's in 2010

4. In 2025, the USFK's role in containing China would
be expanded to include defense of the Pacific region



Il. Issues with the lllegality of the ROK-US Military

1. Structural problems: dependency, inequality, and violation
of South Korea's independent military sovereignty.

2. Violation of the nation's military sovereignty:

3. Violation of the territorial sovereignty of the Republic of
Korea (Article 66, Paragraph 2 of the Constitution)

4. Violation of the people's right to pursue happiness (Article
10) as stipulated in the ROK Constitution:

5. Annual ROK-US-Japan joint military exercises violate the
ROK Constitution's policy of peaceful unification (Article 4 of
the Constitution) and significantly provoke North Korea
militarilv.



6. Violation of the people's right to an environment

-the ROK Constitution: responsibility for remediating
environmental pollution within US military bases in South
Korea.

-The US has turned a blind eye. Claims based on the US
Known Imminent Substantial (KISE) standard.

- German supplementary agreement/German environmental
law directly applies to environmental pollution within US
military bases.



e Introauction or weapons and

or war preparations

-the ROK-US military alliance violate Article 60 of the Armistice
Agreement.

Article 60 of the Armistice Agreement: "For the peaceful
settlement of the Korean question, the military commanders of
both sides...shall consult on the withdrawal of all foreign
forces from Korea and the peaceful settlement of the Korean
question..."”



 -US nuclear missile force to contain China.

+ -At the time, China strongly opposed the deployment of
THAAD,



8. The Hemprey US military base in Pyeongtaek

* Noise pollution could impact residents.

« A target for China's tactical nuclear strikes in the event
of a Taiwanese emergency.



9. "Alliance modernization™

+ -a risk of entangling US forces in Korea and implicated in
international regional conflicts outside of Korea,
including the ROK military.

« -"Alliance modernization™ enhances the "strategic
flexibility"” of the Japan Self-Defense Forces, enabling
them to enter the Korean Peninsula in the event of a
Korean crisis, along with the rear units of the UN
Command in Japan



lll. Issues with the ROK-US Mutual Defense Tresc

the legal foundation of the ROK-US military alliance: Recognition
of the right to station troops without compensation.

Article 4 of the Treaty: Korea grants the US the right to deploy
troops within and outside Korean territory without compensation
South Korea does not temporarily lease US military bases and
facilities to the United States, but grants them the right to deploy
them at any time and without restriction. From then on, the Unite
States has the right to deploy US nuclear weapons anywhere on
South Korean territory, at any time, without South Korean
permission. The Ministry of National Defense asserts that the US
deployment of THAAD in Seongju does not require the ratificatio
of the South Korean National Assembly.



V. Core Issues in the ROK-US Alliance..

-Dependency on Military Sovereignty.
- Loss of Independent Military Sovereignty

- If South Korea, lacking wartime operational control, loses
even independent military sovereignty through the ROK-US
Alliance, resolving the issues of security, peace, and
overcoming national division will be nearly impossible.



V. Exit Strategies for the Legal lllegality o

the ROK-US Alliance
* 1. Amendment and Revocation of the 1954 ROK-US Mutual
Defense Treaty
* - Elimination of unequal provisions between the two sides
- Insertion of legal and institutional controls into the
subordinate ROK-US Status of Forces Agreement (SOFA).
Provisions for consultation were added regarding changes in

US troop levels, domestic and international deployments, ant
the pre-importation of dangerous weapons.



2. Transfer of Wartime Operational Control (OPC

- Under international law, the ROK government only needs
to notify the US of its intention to exercise wartime OPC anc
its timing.

The Transfer of OPC (July 14, 1950) was not an
unconditional transfer to then-Commander of the UN Force:
General Douglas MacArthur, but rather a conditional transfe
("for the duration of this conflict™). Since this condition was
met with the 1953 Korean Armistice Agreement, wartime
operational control (OPCON) should have been
automatically restored to South
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of the ROK-US

Mutual Defense Treaty

The US military strategy is to allow US forces stat
oned in Korea to operate freely, regardless of the
global security situation, rather than being confin
ed to a specific region. Specifically, the US seeks
o utilize USFK for its containment of China and it
s Indo-Pacific strategy. This undermines South K
drea’s security and sovereignty. Therefore, Article
3 of the Mutual Defense Treaty strictly limits its sc
ope and trigger conditions to the defense of Sout
1 Korea, in accordance with the US Senate's unde




ROK-US SOFA is necessary as an institutional cont

mechanism.

« "Alliance modernization" refers to the USFK's efforts to
secure regional security and deterrence on the Korean
Peninsula and beyond.

« Amendments to the ROK-US SOFA require prior
consultation with the host country, South Korea, regarding
the conversion of US forces and overseas deployments.

 SOFA agreements with the US, including the Philippines,
Germany, and Japan, all stipulate this.



involving four parties..

« —North and South Korea, the United States, and China—in
addition to the bilateral ROK-US alliance.



>OFA Is necessary as an institutional control meche




6. Abolishment of the Washington Resolutio

* The 16 participating countries of the UN Command (UNC)
automatically intervened in the event of a recurrence of
armed conflict on the Korean Peninsula without a UN
Security Council (UNSC) resolution, repealing the
Washington Resolution (1953). This violates the UN
Charter and the Armistice Agreement. Furthermore, the
entry of foreign troops into South Korea violates Article
60, Paragraph 2 of the Constitution of the Republic of
Korea, which stipulates that the National Assembly must
ratify the military.



7. The suspension of annual ROK-US joint military

* This is a significant preemptive measure to build
military trust between the two Koreas.

* This will foster military tensions between the two
Koreas.



8. Transform into comprehensive strategi

* -The ROK-US alliance must transform from a military-
centric alliance into a comprehensive strategic alliance
encompassing diverse areas of cooperation, including
the economy, supply chains, and semiconductors.



9. Balanced diplomacy and multilateral diploma

+ - The ROK-US-centered diplomacy must be expanded
to include ROK-China, ROK-Russia, ROK-Middle East,
and ROK-BRICS. A peaceful diplomatic relationship
centered on national interests, based on balanced
diplomacy and multilateral diplomacy.



relations with the US .

 The need to support North Korea's responsible
activities in the international community through the
establishment of diplomatic relations between the US
and North Korea, and between North Korea and Japan.



11. To prepare for the gradual transition of the 1953

Armistice Agreement to a peace treaty.

« - A quadrilateral working-level consultative body
(South Korea, North Korea, the US, and China) is
needed to transfer the name of the United Nations
Command (UNC), the South Korean signatory to the
Armistice Agreement, and its functions to the
Republic of Korea.



VI. General Conclusion

* 1. The bilateral ROK-US military alliance, which originated
in the Korean War on June 25, 1950, is gradually becoming
unequal. It is now moving beyond its deterrence function
and is now entangled in US-led international conflicts
outside of Korea, putting the ROK military at risk of being

implicated.



2. The pressure from the United States to provide ¢

support to Ukraine during the Russo-Ukraine War i :

* -Yuri Kim, US State Department Eurasian Affairs Officer, held a
press conference on “South Korea to Provide More Defense Aid
to Ukraine” (February 26, 2024). South Korea is one of a
coalition of approximately 50 countries supporting Ukraine. The
provision of lethal weapons remains uncertain. The US's
indirect encouragement of participation in a third international
conflict and its support of weapons constitutes a violation of
the Korean Armistice Agreement and the Korean Constitution.

 The above pressure from the United States to provide artillery
support to Ukraine during the Russo-Ukraine War is a clear
violation of the Korean Armistice Agreement(Art. 62)and the UN
Charter Art.33 (peaceful settlement of international disputes).



3. NO: "strategic flexibility” and "alliance moderniz

* The US is shifting USFK to contain China and pursue
its Pacific hegemony, using cunning terminology like
"strategic flexibility"” and "alliance modernization."

* - The problem is a significant burden for South Korea,
which must strive for peace on the Korean Peninsula
and overcome the division of North and South Korea.



4. The ROK-US alliance is illegal.

- The ROK-US alliance, founded on the ROK-US Mutual
Defense Treaty, engages in illegal acts that violate the
Armistice Agreement, the Constitution, and international law.



the exercise of independent military sovereignty.

« - A true 80th anniversary of national liberation must begin
with the rectification of the subordinate ROK-US alliance
and the exercise of independent military sovereignty.

* - To this end, a government-level task force team must be
established to meticulously prepare for the revision of the
1954 ROK-US Mutual Defense Treaty and the notification of
the US's exercise of wartime operational control over South
Korea.
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Thank You!
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